
Memory Verse for the Middle School: 1 Peter 3:15
But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as Lord. Always be ready to give

an answer to anyone who asks you about the hope you have. Be ready to give the
reason for it. But do it gently and with respect. 

MIDDLE SCHOOLMIDDLE SCHOOLMIDDLE SCHOOL

(Odd Numbered Year)



Week 1: What is I AM 3RD?

I AM 3RD is based on a simple belief that Jesus Christ is first, others
are second, and I am third. 

We strongly believe that Jesus Christ is the most important person in
our lives.  (Matthew 25:40) 

Doing our best in everything: We want to work at everything with all
our heart, as if we are working for the Lord. (Colossians 3:23-24) 

Studying Scripture: We believe all Scripture is God-breathed (from
God) and is useful for teaching, correcting, and training in goodness, so
that through studying Scripture we may be equipped (ready) for every

good work. 

It is our prayer that we would gain a deeper understanding of what it
means to follow Christ through our weekly devotions and times of
prayer, in order to help us learn more about Jesus Christ and His

importance in our lives. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Video Link



Week 2: 
“But make sure...”

It is hard to be sure about something. It can feel like every
day we learn something new that causes us to ask questions.
We can question ourselves, what we thought we knew, who

we thought we knew and what we thought we wanted. These
are questions that are a normal part of growing up, and they

make it difficult to be sure about much. Yet, God asks us to be
sure about Him. To get to know Him. To ask questions,

dive deeper, and voice confusion, but to do so as we become
more sure of who He is.

Questions:

What are you questioning right now? 
Is there a friendship you are trying to figure out? 

Is there something about God that has been confusing you? 
Who can you talk to about this?

 
Memory Verse: 

“But make sure...”



 Week 3:
“...that in your hearts...”

 The things that are in our hearts are the things that tend to
come out of our mouths. If you aren’t quite sure what you

believe or how you feel about something, maybe take a
moment to notice how you talk about it. Our words are

typically a reflection of what is happening inside our hearts.
So, what is in your heart? Anger? Frustration? Worry?

Complaint? Joy? Hope?

Questions:

What kinds of things do you say when you are really
frustrated? 

Do you find yourself saying things that you regret later and
wish you could take back?

 
Memory Verse:

 “But make sure that in your hearts” 



 Week 4:
“...you honor Christ as Lord.”

For Christ to be Lord means that we allow God to step into
every aspect of our lives. This means that we allow God to

teach us, to guide us, and to be in control of every part of our
life. For Christ to be Lord means that He is respected, and
given authority in every aspect of our hearts and minds.

Questions:

Are there parts of your life that you don’t want to surrender
to God? Parts that you want to be in control of?

 
Memory Verse: 

“But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as Lord.” 



Week 5: 
“Always be ready...”

When people have a big life change that is about to happen,
they get ready. They pack a bag, they get advice from people
they trust, and they make sure they have a way to get where

they are supposed to go. Also when we are ready for
something, we get excited about what may happen.

Questions:

What was the last thing you got ready for? 
The last time you had to wait for something you were really

excited about?

 
Memory Verse:

 ““But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as
Lord.  Always be ready... ” 



Week 6: 
“...to give an answer to anyone...”

Has anyone ever asked you what you believe? Sometimes it
can be embarrassing to talk about God. Sometimes, it can
make us feel like an outsider with our friends if they don’t
believe in God. Even if it is embarrassing or difficult, it is
important to have an answer ready about our faith when

people ask.

Questions: 

What would your answer be if someone asked you about your
faith today?

 
Memory Verse: 

 “But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to give an answer to anyone... ” 



Week 7: 
“...who asks you about the hope you have.”

The way that Christians live should look different from the
way that other people live. It should be obvious that we have
a hope and a joy that is different from other people. We have
the hope that comes by knowing that God is with us, and that

He always will be.
 

Questions: 

What about following God gives you hope? 

Memory Verse: 

 “But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks you

about the hope you have.” 



Week 8: 
“Be ready to give the reason for it. But do it gently...”

Gentleness is one of the Fruit of the Spirit. This means that
those who have the Spirit in their heart have the ability to be
gentle in our actions and our words in ways even more so and

even greater than those who don’t know Christ.
 

Questions: 
What do you think it looks like to be gentle in our responses

to people?
 

Memory Verse: 
 “But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as Lord.

Always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks you
about the hope you have. Be ready to give the reason for it.

But do it gently... ” 



Week 9: “...and with respect.”

When we put this whole passage together, we see a passage
that lays out what it means to be in real relationship with the

Lord and to live in ways that demonstrate that truth. We
ought to be prepared with an answer about the faith our hope
comes from so that we are ready when people ask about the

difference they see in us.
 

Questions:
Who can you gently tell about your faith? 

How can you live and act in ways that clearly demonstrate your faith?

 
Memory Verse: 

 “But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as Lord. Always
be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks you about the hope you

have. Be ready to give the reason for it. But do it gently and with
respect. ” 



Video Link




