Memory Verse for the Middle School: 1 Peter 3:15

But make sure that in your hearts you honor Christ as Lord. Always be ready to give
an answer to anyone who asks you about the hope you have. Be ready to give the
reason for it. But do it gently and with respect.




N \«"I AM 3RD is based on a simple belief that Jesus Christ
is first, others are second, and I am third.
We strongly believe that Jesus Christ is the most
important person in our lives. (Matthew 25:40)

Doing our best in everything: We want to
.work at everything with all our heart, as if
we are working for the Lord. (Colossians
3:23-24)

Studying Scripture: We believe all
| \ Scripture is God-breathed (from 6od) and
(NS Q\\ is useful for teaching, correcting, and
training in goodness, so that through
studying Scripture we may be equipped
(ready) for every good work.

Video Link

It is our prayer that we would gain a
deeper understanding of what it
means to follow Christ through our
weekly devotions and times of prayer,
in order to help us learn more about
Jesus Christ and His importance in our
lives. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)



Questions:
What are you questioning right now?
Is there a friendship you are trying to figure out?
Is there something about God that has been confusing you?
Who can you talk to about this?

It is hard to be sure about something. It can feel like
every day we learn something new that causes us to ask
questions. We can question ourselves, what we thought
we knew, who we thought we knew and what we thought

we wanted. These are questions that are a normal part of
growing up, and they make it difficult to be sure about
much. Yet, God asks us to be sure about Him. To get to
know Him. To ask questions,

dive deeper, and voice confusion, but to do so as we

become more sure of who He is.
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MEMORY VERSE:
“8UT MAKE SURE THAT IN YOUR HEARTS”

The things that are in our hearts

are the things that tend to come out of our
mouths. If you aren’t quite sure what you believe or

how you feel about something, maybe take a moment to

notice how you talk about it. Our words are typically a reflection of

what is happening inside our hearts. o, what is in your heart? Anger?

Frustration? Worry? Complaint? Joy? Hope?

Questions:

What kinds of things do you
say when you are really
frustrated?

Do you find yourself saying
things that you regret later
and wish you could take back?




FOR CHRIST TO BE LORD MEANS
THAT WE ALLOW GOD TO STEP INTO

EVERY ASPECT OF OUR LIVES. THIS
MEANS THAT WE ALLOW GOD TO
Questions: TEACH vS, TO GUIDE VS, AND TO BE
IN CONTROL OF EVERY PART OF
Are there parts of your life OUR LIFE. FOR CHRIST TO BE LORD
that you don't want to surrender WA TERL TN RN IZYIIA7 N T'])
to God? Parts that you want to GIVEN AVTHORITY IN EVERY
be in control of? ASPECT OF OUR HEARTS AND
MINDS.
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MEMORY VERSE:
“BUT MAKE SURE THAT

IN YOUR HEARTS YOU
_ HONOR CHRIST AS

' LORD."
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MEMORY VERSE:

“"BUT MAKE SURE THAT IN YOUR HEARTS YOU HONOR
CHRIST AS LORD. ALWAYS BE READY...

WHEN PEOPLE
S HAVE A BIG LIFE

/7 CHANGE THAT 1S ABOVT TO HAPPEN,

THEY GET READY. THEY PACK A BAG, THEY GET
ADVICE FROM PEOPLE THEY TRUST, AND THEY mAKE
[ SURE THEY HAVE A WAY TO GET WHERE THEY ARE
SUPPOSED TO GO. ALSO WHEN WE ARE READY
==\ FOR SOMETHING, WE GET EXCITED

’ ABOUT WHAT mAY HAPPEN.
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WHAT WAS THE LAST THING YOU GOT READY FOR?
THE LAST TIME Y0V HAD TO WAIT FOR SOMETHING YOU WERE REALLY EXCITED
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QUESTIONS:
WHAT WOULD YOUR ANSWER BE IF SOMEONE
ASKED YOU ABOVUT YOUR FAITH TODAY?

HAS ANYONE EVER ASKED YOU WHAT YOU BELIEVE? SOMETIMES IT
CAN BE EMBARRASSING TO TALK ABOUT GOD. SOMETIMES, IT CAN
MAKE VS FEEL LIKE AN OUTSIDER WITH OUR FRIENDS IF THEY
DON'T BELIEVE IN GOD. EVEN IF IT IS EMBARRASSING OR
DIFFICULT, IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE AN ANSWER READY ABOVT &
OUR FAITH WHEN PEOPLE ASK.
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“BUT MAKE SURE THAT IN YOUR HEARTS YOU HONOR CHRIST AS LORD.
ALWAYS BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO ANYONE... ~




QUESTION:

E?
WHAT ABOVT FOLLOWING GOP GIVES YOV HOP

THE WAY THAT CHRISTIANS LIVE SHOULD LOOK DIFFERENT
FROM THE WAY THAT OTHER PEOPLE L|VE. IT SHOULD BE
OBvIOUS THAT WE HAVE A HOPE AND A JOY THAT IS
DIFFERENT FROM OTHER PEOPLE. WE HAVE THE HOPE
THAT COMES BY KNOWING THAT GOD IS WITH VS, AND THAT

HE ALWAYS WILL BE.
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QUESTIONS:
WHAT DO YOU THINK IT LOOKS LIKE TO BE GENTLE IN OUR RESPONSES TO PEOPLE?

]

GENTLENESS IS ONE OF THE FRVIT OF THE SPIRIT. THIS mEANS THAT

THOSE WHO HAVE THE SPIRIT IN THEIR HEART HAVE THE ABILITY TO

BE GENTLE IN OUR ACTIONS AND OUR WORDS IN WAYS EVEN MORE SO
AND EVEN GREATER THAN THOSE WHO DON'T KNOW CHRIST.

MEMORY VERSE:
“BUT MAKE SURE THAT IN YOUR HEARTS YOU HONOR CHRIST AS LORD.
ALWAYS BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO ANYONE WHO ASKS Yov
ABOVUT THE HOPE YOV HAVE. BE READY TO GIVE THE REASON FOR IT.
BUT DO IT GENTLY... ~

e ——— p— . - -

e e e e e e T e T T T e e — —

g =3 = === o==== = o '
i J)’ﬂ’@?"’-’“ AN AN A A AA LK, Ay H?,—.,’ga;" .'-.".l




WHEN WE PVUT THIS WHOLE PASSAGE TOGETHER, WE SEE
A PASSAGE THAT LAYS OUT WHAT IT mMEANS TO BE IN REAL RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE LORD AND TO LIVE IN WAYS THAT DEMONSTRATE THAT TRVTH. WE
OUVGHT TO BE PREPARED WITH AN ANSWER ABOVT THE FAITH OUR HOPE
COMES FROM SO THAT WE ARE READY WHEN PEOPLE ASK ABOVUT THE

DIFFERENCE THEY SEE IN VS.

QUESTIONS:
WHO CAN YOV GENTLY TELL ABOVT YOUR FAITH?
HOW CAN YOU LIVE AND ACT IN WAYS THAT CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE YOUR FAITH?

MEMORY VERSE:
“BUT MAKE SURE THAT IN YOUR HEARTS YOU HONOR CHRIST AS LORD. ALWAYS BE READY
TO GIVE AN ANSWER TO ANYONE WHO ASKS YOU ABOVT THE HOPE YOV HAVE. BE READY TO
GIVE THE REASON FOR IT.BUT DO IT GENTLY AND WITH RESPECT. ”
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	MIDDLE SCHOOL
	(Even Numbered Year)

	I AM 3RD is based on a simple belief that Jesus Christ is first, others are second, and I am third.  We strongly believe that Jesus Christ is the most important person in our lives. (Matthew 25:40)
	Doing our best in everything: We want to work at everything with all our heart, as if we are working for the Lord. (Colossians 3:23-24)  Studying Scripture: We believe all Scripture is God-breathed (from God) and is useful for teaching, correcting, and training in goodness, so that through studying Scripture we may be equipped (ready) for every good work.
	Video Link
	Week 2:  “But make sure...”

	It is hard to be sure about something. It can feel like every day we learn something new that causes us to ask questions. We can question ourselves, what we thought we knew, who we thought we knew and what we thought we wanted. These are questions that are a normal part of growing up, and they make it difficult to be sure about much. Yet, God asks us to be sure about Him. To get to know Him. To ask questions, dive deeper, and voice confusion, but to do so as we become more sure of who He is.
	Week 3 “...that in your hearts...”
	Questions:
	What kinds of things do you say when you are really frustrated?
	Do you find yourself saying things that you regret later and wish you could take back?

	Week 4: “...you honor Christ as Lord.”
	Questions:
	Are there parts of your life that you don’t want to surrender to God? Parts that you want to be in control of?

	Week 5:  “Always be ready...”
	Memory Verse:

	Week 6:  “...to give an answer to anyone...”
	Questions:  What would your answer be if someone asked you about your faith today?
	Has anyone ever asked you what you believe? Sometimes it can be embarrassing to talk about God. Sometimes, it can make us feel like an outsider with our friends if they don’t believe in God. Even if it is embarrassing or difficult, it is important to have an answer ready about our faith when people ask.

	Week 7:  “...who asks you about the hope you have.”
	Gentleness is one of the Fruit of the Spirit. This means that those who have the Spirit in their heart have the ability to be gentle in our actions and our words in ways even more so and even greater than those who don’t know Christ.

	Week 8:  “Be ready to give the reason for it. But do it gently...”
	When we put this whole passage together, we see  a passage that lays out what it means to be in real relationship with the Lord and to live in ways that demonstrate that truth. We ought to be prepared with an answer about the faith our hope comes from so that we are ready when people ask about the difference they see in us.

	Week 9: “...and with respect.”
	Questions: Who can you gently tell about your faith?  How can you live and act in ways that clearly demonstrate your faith?

	Video Link

